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Address of the Freeholders of the County of 
Middlesex. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY. 

" We, your Majesty's loyal subjects, the 
Freeholdersof the Coi'nty of Middlesex, 
feeling in common with the rest of our 
countrymen, deep regret and indignation 
at the late events in Portugal, which have 
disappointed our most sanguine hopes and 
our best-founded expectations, pray your 
Majesty to take into your consideration 
this our most loyal statement aud peti- 
tion. 

We prejudge the case of no man : but 
we feel under such circumstances of na- 
tional disappointment, that to demand a 
♦strict, a rigorous, aud impartial inquiry 
into all its causes is not only an immuta- 
ble prii>ciple of justice, but has been the 
invai iable practice of our ancestors. 

Without such an inquiry, the guilty 
eannot be fairly brought to punishment, 
nor can the 1 characters of the innocent who 
may be suspected h* effectually vindicat- 
ed and restored. 

When we reflect that our armies and 
our fleets are composed of men of the 
same description, and drawn from the 
game sources, that our engagements at 
sea always shed new lustre on the navv, 
and always add to the national security, 
wh'le our victories on land are generally 
unavailing, and. often, lead to disgrace, we 
cannot persuade ourselves that the whole 
blame in the late transactions is attribu- 
table to our commanders. 

We suspect that it may be 3wing either 
to some radical defect in our military sys- 
tem, 01 to the incapacity or misconduct 
of those by whose counsels the efforts uf 
your Majesty's land forces are directed, 
and to whose judgment and discretion tile 
management of the army is entrusted: 
that such defect, incapacity, or miscon- 
duct!, cannot: be remedied by a court-mar- 
tial, or by any military court of inquiry. 
We' therefore pray your Majesty, not 
only to order courts martial to be held on 
Uio conduct of all the Officers who a<*. 
vised or signed' either the armistice ov 
convention in Portugal, but to recommend 
to Che parliament, to institute such a pub- 
lic investigation into all the causes and 
aircumstaneer of these transactions; as 
may. fond tut the adoption of such mea- 
sure? and'sfdatsry retomis, as in»y secure 
the pHuishmeut of the guilty; however 
high their station, and prevent the recur- 
rence- af similar calamities. 

Aud-we assure your Majesty, ttoat who- 
-tfier ^d*iseu.y<*i.C* reUuke £!ie L«rd Ma}-'- 



or and corporation of the cirynf London, 
for their late loyal Petition, acted in de- 
fiance of the principles which seated yoor 
Majesty on the throne, and in contempt 
and violation of the undoubted rights Hud 
liberties of your people, asserted at all 
times by our ancestors, and finally 
secured to us at the revolution by the 
bill of rights." 

ANSWER Of T«« SECOTTAKY Of STATE. 

rTlatehaU, Xos. I*, 1808: 

GENTLEMEN, 

" I have laid before his Majesty the pe- 
tition which I received from yon, as She- 
riffs of London and Middlesex, from ««• 
meeting of the Freeholders of the comity 
of Middlesex, held at Hacbiey, on ttoe- 
"Jth of this month. 

I am, gentlemen, &c. 

H-AWKBSffOlty.'* 

To the Sheriff* of London and MidiHesex. 

ADM1RAI.TY-ORFICE, NOV. 19. 

Transmitted by Admiral I'uimg, Cummamkr 
in Chief at Plymouth. 

jivwthyst,Haowaze, tfo-j. 15. 

MY LORD, 

" 1 have the most sincere pleasure in., 
acquainting yon, that his Majesty's ship, 
the Amethyst, under my command, cap- 
tured on the 10th inst. at night, the 
French frigite La Thetis, of 44 guns 
and a crew of 330 men, who had served 
years together, and 106 soldiers now 
L'Orieut for Martinique. Being close to 
the N. W. point of Groa» she was seen 
a quarter before seven, p. m. and immedi- 
ately chased ; and a close action, began 
before 10 o'clock, whicli continued with 
little mterniisfcion till 20 minutes after 
midnight. Having fallen on board for a 
short time after 10, and from a quarter 
past II, when she intentionally laid us on 
board, till she surrendered (about an hour) 
she lay fast along side, the fluke of our 
best bower anchor having entered her 
fure«ia»t main-deck port, and she was 
atter great slaughter, boarded' and taken 
possession of, and some prisoners received 1 
from her, before we disengaged the ships 
Shortly after, a ship of war was seen 
closing- fast under a press of sail, whicli 
proved to be the Triumph, which imme- 
diately gave us Hie most effectual assis- 
tance Hurt theanxious and teelingnrind of 

such anofflcer as Sir Thomas Hardy could 
suggest. At half past one, the Shannon 
joiued, receivwrprisontrs from, atidtook 
La Thetis in tow. .she is wholly dis- 
masted, dreadfully shattered, an"d had 
«.rc commander- (iPirmvn, Capitaint de 



316 



Provincial Occurrences. 



[Dec. 



Vaisseau) and 135 men killtd; 102 
wounded, amongst whom are all her offi- 
cers, except three. The Amethyst lias 
lost 19 killed, and 51 wounded, amongst 
the former is Lieut. Bernard Kindall, a 
most promising young officer, of the Roy- 
al Marines, who suffered greatly ; and 
that invaluable officer, I.ieut. S. J. 
Payne, dangerously wounded; the mi- 
sen uiast shot away, and the ship much 
damaged and leaky. No language can con- 
vey an adequate idea of the cool and de- 
termined bravery shown by every officer 
and man of this ship; and their truly 
noble behaviour lias laid me under the 
greatest obligation. 

The assistance I received from my gal- 
lant friend, the First Lieutenant, Mr. 
Goddard Blennerhasset, an Officer of 
great merit and ability, is beyond all 
encomium. Lieutenants Hill and Crouch, 
and Mr Fair, the Master (whose admira- 
ble exertions, particularly at the close of 
the action, when the enemy was on fire, 
the boarders employed, and the ship had 
suddenly made two feet water, surmount- 
ed all difficulties) and are happily preserv- 
ed to add lustre to his Majesty's service. 
In justice to Monsieur Dede, the surviv- 
ing Commander of La Thetis, I must ob- 
serve, he acted with singular firmness, 
and was the only Frenchman on the quar- 
ter-deck, when we boarded her.— I have 
the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Michael Seymour." 

*1miral Lord Gambier, tfc. 
N. B. Dimensions of La Thetis— length, 
162 feet; breadth, 41 feet, 6 inches; 
28 eiguteeu-pouiiders (twenty-four pounds 



English) on the main deck; 12 thirty* 
six-pounders (forty-two pounds English) 
un the quarter deck; 4 eight-pounders 
on the forecastle. One thousand bar- 
rels of flour on board, beside known 
strives. 

This Gazette contains a copy of the 
dispatches received by Lord Castlereauh, 
from Lieut. General Beckwith, com- 
manding at Barhadoes, and inclosing 
the letter of Lieut. -Colonel Blackwell, 
of the 4th W. I. regiment, detailing the 
operations of the force under the com- 
mand of the latter, at Mariegalante, in 
repelling the attack of a detachment of 
French troops, under Colonel Gabriels, 
from Guadaloupe. The whole of these 
details have been anticipated by the 
Barbadoes papers of the 14th Septem- 
ber, with the exception, that the de- 
tachment, in this official account is sta- 
ted to have returned to Barbadoes. 

Return of prisoners of war who sur- 
rendered— 4 Captains, 8 Lieutenants, 
162 rank and file, and 1 Staff. 

N. B. One Lieutenant, and 1 rank and 
file of Artillery included. 

List of Officers, and names of prison- 
ers — Captain Bagnie, Commandant; Cap- 
tain Olivier, etat Major; Captains Ca- 
zy and Huart ; Lieut. Monte, of the 
Artillery; Lieutenants Leal, Payem, Art- 
caul, Despieaux, Frachard, Alegre, and 
Lorcis. 

Return of arms, ammunition, and ac- 
coutrements taken and destroyed — One 
freld-piece, 450 firelocks, '200 belts and 
pouches, and 24 kegs of ball cartridges. 
Ammunition for field-piece not ascer- 
tained. 
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ULSTER. 

The following notice which has been 
circulated through the county of Cavan 
wel) deserves to be known and recom- 
mended. 

Lord Frankfort will give a loom, va- 
lued/. 10/. to each of the first five tenants 
on his estate in the county of Cavan, who. 
shall properly cultivate five acres of hemp; 
and in the same proportion to the next six 
who shall cultivate a quantity of land, not 
less tbau two acres each; this to be 
over and above all public encouragement 
for the year 1809. His Lordship also en- 
gages to take on himself any loss or fai- 
lure which m»y be occasioned by the at- 
tempt. — Further particulars may be had 



by application to J. Tatlow, esq. Agent to- 
Lord Frankfort. 

On the 4th of this month a very fine 
vessel belonging to Mr. Langtrjr, was 
launched from Mr. Ritchie's Dock, and 
went off the stocks in capital style. She 
was named the " Donecai.i," in com- 
pliment to the Marquis, who has so justly 
acquired the respect and estetm of alt 
ranks, as,. " the best of Landlords." The 
vessel is intended for the London Trade. 
Its elegant structure does infinite credit 
tu the taste of the Ship- builder. The day 
being fine, a great cuocour.se of people 
attended to witness the gratifying scene. 

Early on Sunday morning, the fith ult. 
a cotton-mill near Stone y ford, ten miles 



